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SHORT BIOGRAPHY

Moshe (Kinley) Tur-Paz, was born in the U.S.A. where his parents were on an official
mission. He grew up and was educated in Haifa and later on in Jerusalem. He is a

graduate of the Yeshivah High School ‘Neve Shmuel’ in Efrat, the Hesder Yeshivah ‘Har
Etzion’ in Alon Shvut and the Herzog Pedagogical College.

Moshe served as an officer in the Paratroop Corps and is now a Company Commander in
the Reserves. In recent years he has been employed as an educator, the coordinator of
Torah Shebaal Peh studies and on the board of management of ‘Pelech’ school in
Jerusalem and as a lecturer in Midreshet Amit-Yeud. He teaches a course at Hebrew U.
in Bible and Jewish Philosophy, as well as acting as a research assistant at the ‘Orion’
research centre of the Qumran Scrolls. He graduated with honours from Hebrew U. in
Bible and Jewish Philosophy and is currently concluding his M.A. degree in the
Philosophy of Chazal.

Moshe lives in Jerusalem and is married to Shlomit, nee Ravitski and is the father of

Aviv and Asif.



DESCRIPTION OF THE PROJECT

In this project, Moshe Tur-Paz, guided by Rabbi Zvi Grumet, confronts the difficult
problem of the existence of a critical system of Bible research. He argues that this method
is not sufficiently well-known, and it is erroneously conceived as one complete system

(first chapter). After having examined the various parts of Biblical criticism, he describes
the historical roots of the method of the inter-Jewish texts ( second chapter). In this way,
Tur-Paz wishes to present a basis for the better understanding of Bible criticism and thus
to pave the way for the presentation of ideological models for the theological

confrontation with Bible criticism (third chapter).



ABSTRACT OF ESSAY:
“EMET VEMUNA”- Bible criticism as a Challenge to Faith

a Teacher’s and Learner’s Guide

This project was created as a result of the growing need to face up to and understand the
critical system of Bible study and the metods developed to deal with it. The goals of this
project can be divided in to two parts:
a) A clear and precise presentation of the different sections, the Jewish history
and the ideological sources of the critical system of Bible study.
b) The presentation of different philosophical alternatives to Jewish

confrontations with the many variants of Bible criticism.

Moshe Tur-Paz, guided by Rabbi Zvi Grumet, attempts to achieve a deeper understanding
of the content of Bible criticism. The findings of this research are described in the first

paragraph of the paper.

The critical approach to Bible study includes a number of different disciplines, which are
interrelated but are not necessarily identical or complementary. One can add that in fact
that there is no one system of Bible criticism but rather there are a number of systems of
critical research study. They all have in common the concept that the whole Bible is a
progressive human creation, which must be studied and researched using all modern

methods.

Among these systems we can discern the following:

1. The Textual Approach which is mainly concerned with the historical versions

and their development. This method proposes that there were a number of
master texts which existed in ancient times, some of them surviving until
today. Out of these texts, the traditional version became accepted by the
Jewish people and in a relatively later era it became the sole and compelling

version of God’s word.



2. The Literary Approach which takes apart the Bible according to literary

criteria and examines its various parts according to defined systems. Out of
this approach was born the Sources System which identifies a number of
documents in the Bible which were written at different stages and were
combined together by editors at a later stage.

3. The Historical Approach which tries to identify characteristics in the Biblical

texts with specific periods in history and indicates the period in which the
texts were written and edited according to historical landmarks.

4. The Linguistic Approach which examines the Bible according to linguistic

criteria connected with the laws of the development of linguistic systems and
the identification of certain sections of the Bible with different linguistic
periods and identities.

5. The Archeological Approach which searches for the affirmation or the denial

of the Bible stories and laws, using archeological and epigraphic discoveries

of that era.

This chapter also examines the similarities and the differences between the critical and

the traditional approaches according to each of these systems.

The second paragraph of the paper focuses on the history of Jewish Bible criticism. This
chapter includes ancient Jewish foundations of critical approach, pre-research of Bible
study. This chapter attempts to show that many of the dogmas which we see today as part
of the definition of a man as an Orthodox, practicing Jew, are in fact later developments
and that there was a variety of views and opinions of Jewish scholars throughout the
generations who included parts of the above 5 disciplines in their studies. It is obvious
that we cannot speak of a systematic critical approach to Bible study as an integral part of
Judaism throughout its history. However, many things which appear to be obvious were
open to argument and different interpretations throughout the generations, within

mainstream traditional Judaism.



In the light of this argument, the author proposes that we must re-examine our thoughts
and definitions in regard to the religious approach to Bible study, its interpretation and

understanding.

The third paragraph of the paper represents five modern approaches, dealing with
different parts of Biblical critisizm: The auther attempts to show how each method (prof.
Segal & Hoffman, Rabbi Broyer, Rabbi Hirshenzon, the ‘Continuous Revelation’
method, prof. Simon) deals with different parts of the Critisizm, and gives the modern

believer another way to make ‘Emuna’ and ‘Mada’ live together in harmony.

At the end of the paper, Tur-Paz represents a few recommendations for additional reading

in this complicated subject.
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