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Bibliography: Selected Topics
Dina Blank

As of now, we offer this short selection of topics.  

We hope in the future to include a wider range of issues.

Jewish Ethics

Menachem Kellner, ed., Contemporary Jewish Ethics (Hebrew Publishing Company, 1978)


A basic reader surveying a variety of issues in Jewish ethics, such as war, capital punishment, and business ethics. The essays in the volume are written by leading Jewish thinkers, such as Louis Jacobs, Norman Lamm, Eliezer Berkovits, Fred Rosner, Aharon Lichtenstein, and others.  

Elliot N. Dorf and Louis E. Newman, eds., Contemporary Jewish Ethics and Morality: A Reader (Oxford University Press, 1995) 

This reader includes a wide range of essays on Jewish ethical theory and practice. Serving as an introduction to Jewish ethics, it describes the methodological issues, and offers a sampling of Jewish positions on contemporary moral problems. It includes essays by authors from various camps, including Judith Plaskow, David Novak, David Hartman, and Blu Greenberg. 

Women’s Issues

Norman Lamm, “Separate Pews in the Synagogue,” Tradition 1:2 (1959)


A cogent argument for the need to separate genders in the synagogue, including both halakhic and philosophical discussions. 

Saul Berman, “The Status of Women in Halakhic Judaism,” Tradition, Fall 1973


Landmark piece evaluating the basic issues and challenges surrounding the question of women’s roles. Valuable to introduce students to the fundamental questions and sources.

Joseph B. Soloveitchik, “A Tribute to the Rebbetzin of Talne,” Tradition 17:2 (1978)


In the context of this hesped, the Rav elaborates on the roles of men and women, and what important aspects of Judaism and the transmitting of tradition are relegated to the woman. 

Moshe Meiselman, Jewish Woman in Jewish Law (Ktav, 1978). 

Meiselman discusses many of the contemporary challenges of feminism as well as women’s participation in various rituals, ranging from minyan to tallit and tefillin. Additionally, he devotes many pages to the question of agunot as well as the general issues of women in courts. 

Avraham Weiss, Women At Prayer: A Halakhic Analysis of Women's Prayer Groups (Ktav Publishing House, 1990). 


A researched analysis in support of women’s prayer groups.

“A Symposium on Women and Jewish Education,” Tradition 28:3 (1994)


This symposium focuses on the changes achieved in and the future of women’s Torah education. The essays are written by educators and women who represent a wide range of opinions within Orthodoxy, such as Malka Binah, Tzipporah Heller, David Silber, and others.

Joel Wolowelsky, Women, Jewish Law, and Modernity: New Opportunities in a Post-Feminist Age (Ktav, 1997)

Wolowelsky argues that we no longer need to fear that the drive for increased women’s participation in religious activities stems from negative aspects of feminism. As a result, he explores how this drive, which he claims derives from advanced education, can be achieved alongside complete adherence to halakhah. 

www.ocweb.org/index.php/women_orthodoxy/

The Orthodox Caucus provides short articles on various facets of women’s issues and the Orthodox feminist movement. Pieces by educators, lay leaders and pulpit rabbis such as Rookie Billet, Abby Lerner, Giti Bendheim, Hershel Billet, Kenneth Auman, etc. Good material for distributing and generating class discussion with various perspectives.

The Orthodox Jew and the Other

Ahron Soloveichik, “Jew and Jew, Jew and Non Jew” in his Logic of the Heart, Logic of the Mind (Genesis, 1991).


This essay delves into the nature of areivut and in doing so distinguishes between “friendship,” which can be for both Jews and non-Jews and “fellowship,” which is for Jews alone. 
J. David Bleich, “Orthodoxy and the Non-Orthodox,” in Jonathan Sacks, ed., Orthodoxy Confronts Modernity (Ktav, 1991)


Here, Bleich stresses the difference between reaching out to individuals in communities of non-Orthodox and legitimizing non-Orthodox ideologies and institutions. 

Jacob J. Schacter, ed., Jewish Tradition and the Nontraditional Jew (Jason Aronson, 1992)


This volume includes a number of important essays on the relationship to non-Orthodox Jews, authored by leading authorities such as Norman Lamm, Judith Bleich, Nathaniel Helfgot, Yehuda Amital, and others. 

“A Symposium on Divided and Distinguished Worlds,” Tradition 26:2 (1992)


This symposium contains short essays by ten leading figures in Modern Orthodoxy, such as David Ebner, Michael Rosensweig, Judith Bleich, and Jacob J. Schacter, all of whom responded to four basic questions sent out by Tradition. These questions focused on issues relating to the relationship between different groups within the Jewish community, relating to the unaffiliated, and dealing with others while not compromising individual Torah observance. A good starting point to get a high school student to think about some of the issues they already face or will face in the future.  
Shmuel Goldin, “Why Can’t We all Just Get Along? An Orthodox Rabbi’s Perspective on Pluralism,” The Edah Journal 1:1


This essay, a transcript of a talk given at JTS, outlines Goldin’s four step plan for how Jews of different denominations can work together and build a strong Judaism, without having to validate points of view that run counter to the beliefs of a particular denomination. He calls for Jews to respect boundaries, define and deal with differences, self-evaluate, and focus on decision-making that is geared to benefiting Judaism.

Ammiel Hirsch and Yaakov Yosef Reinman, One People, Two Worlds: A Reform Rabbi and an Orthdox Rabbi Explore the Issues that Divide Them, (Schocken, 2003)


This volume, which sparked significant controversy within the Orthodox world upon publication, is a reproduction of a long, on-going email conversation between Hirsch and Reinman on a range of Jewish subjects – matrilineal vs. patrilineal descent, role of modern scholarship, role of women, who is a Jew, etc.

Marc D. Stern, “Egalitarianism and Halacha: An Introduction,” in Marc D. Stern, ed., Formulating Responses in an Egalitarian age (Rowman and Littlefield, 2005)


This introductory essay to this Orthodox Forum volume draws our attention to the conflict between egalitarianism (equal treatment of all people) and the sometimes non-egalitarian requirements of halacha. Equality is something of critical importance in modern society, so how are we to respond, says Stern, when halacha forbids that which our fellow man has chosen to do (ie, homosexuality and other practices). A good essay to use to start the conversation. 

Aharon Lichtenstein, “Formulating Responses in an Egalitarian Age: An Overview,” in Marc D. Stern, ed., Formulating Responses in an Egalitarian age (Rowman and Littlefield, 2005) 

Here, Lichtenstein rejects moral relativism and argues that our behavior and our opinions need to be formed and restricted by halacha and Torah. At the same time, because of our shared “tzelem Elokim,” he rejects discrimination. The essay provides guidance for navigating this apparent contradiction. 
Suzanne Last Stone, “Formulating Responses in an Egalitarian Age: An Overview,” in Marc D. Stern, ed., Formulating Responses in an Egalitarian age (Rowman and Littlefield, 2005)
This essay approaches the issue from the legal perspective, and claims that the Torah ideal of promoting human equality does not need to lead to unlimited personal autonomy and moral relativism. Stone attempts to present a synthesis between human values and halacha, vying for a framework that will allow us a commitment to halacha without rejecting a sensitivity to human personality. The approaches of Stone and Lichtenstein to the extent of the flexibility of the Torah are quite different. 
Torah Min Hashamayim

Louis Rabinowitz, “Torah Min Hashamayaim,” Tradition 7:1 (1964-5)


This older essay discusses questions of masoretic text, canonization of the Tanach, and other issues related to the transmission of the law. 

Walter Wurzburger “The Oral Law and the Conservative Dilemma,” Tradition 3:1 (1966)


This review of a book by Boaz Cohen of JTS ultimately serves to delineate an Orthodox approach to oral law, the role of the rabbis, and how to reconcile the belief in Divine revelation oral law with the concept of rabbis, psak, and chiddushei Torah. 

Hershel Schechter, “BeInyanei Mesorah,” in Nefesh Harav (Genesis, 1994)


In this section of the volume, we find discussions of issues such as sof hora’ah, the connectivity of the generations, the nature of the people who were enjoined with passing on the Torah, and other related topics. 

Chaim Schimel, Torat Hazal, Torah Min Hashamayim, (Mossad Harav Kook, 2004)


This volume, a new and updated Hebrew translation of the English The Oral Law (published in the 1970s and now out-of-print), is a great introduction to Torah Sheba’al Peh that focuses on elucidating the seeming contradiction between our basic belief that Torah Sheba’al Peh originated at Sinai and the fact that our rabbis appear to have had a hand in its creation. Along the way, Schimel explains the nature of svara, drash, gzerot, takanot, and outlines our obligation to listen to law of Hazal. The Mossad Harav Kook edition also includes an appendix with additional sources to use when teaching any part of the material. 

Emunat Chachamim

Ishak Englard, “Majority Decision vs. Individual Truth,” Tradition 15:1-2 (1975)


Great collection of sources regarding the aggadah of Achnai’s oven. 

Moshe Sokol, ed., Rabbinic Authority and Personal Autonomy (Aronson, 1992)

This first volume in the Orthodox Forum series contains a number of insightful essays that analyze questions such as subjectivity in Jewish law, the field of influence of rabbinic authority, innovation in Jewish law, etc. Contributors include Lawrence Kaplan, Michael Rosensweig, Jonathan Sacks, and others. 

Simhah Friedman, “Emunat Hakhamim: Faith in the Sages,” Tradition 27:4 (1993) 

Also available at http://www.lookstein.org/articles/emunat_hakhamim.htm 


This article examines traditional sources and concludes that one cannot impose the need to consult halachic authorities on “worldly matters.” Simultaneously, it suggests that considering the opinions and advice of rabbis in these matters may ultimately prevent individuals from being led astray material self-interests.

Michael Berger, “Rabbinic Authority: A Philosophical Analysis,” Tradition 27:4 (1993)


This essay analyzes how, through the generations, individual rabbis (in particular Rav Moshe Feinstein) and texts became authoritative.  Berger compares halakhic authority with authority in scientific study, grounding himself in Wittgenstein and others.  

Eli Turkel, “The Nature and Limitations of Rabbinic Authority,” Tradition 27:4 (1993)


This is an analysis of the prohibition of “lo tasur” (Devarim 17:11), the importance of choosing a posek, the difference between psak in halakhic and non-halakhic matters, and the notion of eilu v’eilu.

Aaron Cohen, “The Parameters of Rabbinic Authority,” Tradition 27:4 (1993)


Here we find an in depth analysis, complete with sources from a wide range of rishonim and acharonim, of the nature of the legislative authority of the Beit Din Hagadol. 

Alfred Cohen, “Da’at Torah,” Journal of Halacha and Contemporary Society (Spring 2003)

Also available at http://www.jlaw.com/Articles/cohen_DaatTorah.pdf

This article responds to many other articles on the subject (those that generally argue that Da’at Torah was an ideology that arose in the modern period) by attempting to demonstrate what Da’at Torah traditionally encompassed, when and how Judaism believes in it, and how (and whether) one can know who is endowed with Da’at Torah. 

Emunat Chachamim, Michlalah L’Banot


This is a source book printed by and for Michlalah and available only in the Michlalah bookstore. Despite its slight inaccessibility, it contains a remarkable number of sources from rishonim and acharonim dealing with various aspects of this issue.

Tefillah

Lippman Bodoff, “Fear and Awe: May Man Bring Song to Prayer?” Tradition 23:1 (1987)


This essay examines the ever-present conflict in prayer between man’s lowliness and subsequent inability to beseech God and man’s simultaneous obligation to pray.  

Shalom Carmy, “Destiny, Freedom and the Logic of Petition,” Tradition 24:2 (1989)


Carmy outlines the philosophical difficulties with petitioning God, and in particular the problem with telling God what we want (He already knows) and with telling Him what His will should be.  Carmy offers a new understanding of petition in prayer in order to overcome these apparent difficulties. 

Joseph Tabory, “The Conflict of Halakha and Prayer,” Tradition 25:1 (1989)


Here, Tabory investigates the possibility of having a prayer codified and constrained by halakha while still maintaining prayer as a personal relationship with God. Ultimately, he argues that the halakhic regulations of prayer serve to jumpstart kavanah and a spiritual journey.

Emanuel Feldman, “God and Mrs. Cooperman,” Tradition 29:2 (1995)


Tradition editor, Emanuel Feldman, devotes his column to a description of an old woman in the synagogue of his youth who always recited the entire siddur, because she couldn’t distinguish between tefillot. He uses her example to challenge us to have a more significant conversation with God. 

Yissachar Yaakovson, Netiv Binah, vol. 1 (Sinai, 1996)


This first volume in a five volume series on tefillah devotes 13 introductory chapters to an analysis of the philosophical underpinnings on tefillah and other relevant issues. The chapters are based on sources in the rishonim and acharonim, as well as some academic writings. An excellent collection.  (An English translation exists, but is very difficult to find.)

Joseph B. Soloveichik, Shalom Carmy, ed., Worship of the Heart: Essays on Jewish Prayer, (Ktav, 2003) 

Here, Soloveitchik explores major philosophical ideas involved in undertaking prayer.  He is concerned with the relationship between the experiential aspects and the halakhic dictates of prayer, the notion of human dependence, and the aesthetic. Two teacher’s guides to sections of this volume were written by ATID fellows in the 2005 Atuda program and can be found on the ATID website at http://www.atid.org/journal/journal05/dahan.doc (a guide to the place of aesthetics in the religious experience) and http://www.atid.org/journal/journal05/shapiro.doc (a guide to exploring themes in religious experience and prayer). 

http://www.vbm-torah.org/archive.htm#18 

An online series of shiurim by Ezra Bick of Yeshivat Har Etzion explaining the shemoneh esrei from a philosophical perspective.

Faith and Doubt

Saadiah Gaon, Samuel Rosenblatt ed. and trans., The Book of Beliefs and Opinions, (Yale University Press, 1976)


The introduction to Emunot V’Deot is of paramount importance for the study of faith and doubt. In this section, Saadiah Gaon outlines 8 reasons for doubt and dismisses some and elaborates on others. 

Norman Lamm, “Faith and Doubt” in Faith and Doubt: Studies in Jewish Thought (Ktav, 1986)


In this essay, Lamm addresses, from a traditional Jewish perspective, the question of to what extent and in what manner it is permissible to doubt religious doctrines. In doing so, he outlines various categories of faith and doubt, the latter of which he rejects as legitimate under certain circumstances and not others. 
Yehuda Parnes, “Torah U-Madda and Freedom of Inquiry,” Torah U-Madda Journal 1 (1989); Lawrence Kaplan and David Berger, “On Freedom of Inquiry in the Rambam and Today,” Torah U-Madda Journal 2 (1990); Shalom Carmy, “The Nature of Inquiry: A Common Sense Perspective,” Torah U-Madda Journal 3 (1991); Yehuda Parnes, “Response and Closure,” Torah U-Madda Journal 3 (1991)


This series of articles deals with the limits that are to be imposed on study of secular subjects that might impose a potential danger to faith. 

Ahron Soloveitchik, “A Glimpse at Eternity from a Hospital Dungeon,” in Logic of the Heart, Logic of the Mind (Genesis, 1991)


This essay was composed in 1983, after Soloveitchik underwent a stroke. In it he explains how the effects of the stroke allowed him to not only believe in the existence of a soul extraneous to the body but to physically sense its existence. 

Aharon Lichtenstein, “Bittachon: Trust in God,” in By His Light: Character and Values in the Service of God (Ktav, 2003)


Originally delivered as a lecture to a conference of senior educators after the Yom Kippur War, this essay serves to examine two different types of bittachon, the optimistic bittachon of faith and the steadfast bittachon of love. (
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