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Or EAGLE’S FLIGHT
AND SNA1L’S PACE

tion between two aspects of the leadership exemplified by

Ber Din baGadol. One function of Bet Din is to transmit the
oral tradition of Torah; the other is to represent the Jewish people,
to speak for the kelal as an organic entity'. One might say that the
Rav himself bas fulfilled both roles. He is, first and foremost, our
teacher: for those of us who are his disciples, or the students of his
disciples, the study of Torah is forever marked by his accent, the
entire fabric of religious life is permeated by his spirit, and our own
students, in turn, are haunted by his presence. He has also been
called upon to chart a new course for the Orthodox community and
has thus spoken for many who are not immediately and intimately
affected by his discourses and dissertations. R. Wurzburger’s paper
identifies, and distills, the inner logic of the Rav’s approach to
halakhic decision and public policy, emphasizing his response to the
unprecedented condition of the Jewish people in our times. I shall
rurn to a no less important aspect of the Rav’s teaching and leadet-
ship: his constant and determined effort to draw the individual Jew
to a life of intellectual adventure and religious excellence. Can the
Rav’s vision satisfy the necds, requirements and capacities of the
modern Orthodox jew?

ne of the Rav’s* best-loved discourses ex lores the distinc-
p

PROBLEMS OF MODERNITY

Of the delineations of modernity and post-modernity in academic
literarure there is no end, and I am free of the desire to increase
them. I am satisfied to borrow the characterization of modern man

*When the essay was first circulated at the Fifth Orthodox Forum, maran
baRay z+?! was still alive. I have chosen to retain present tense references to
him in the published version.
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